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Synopsis

In this latest edition of the successful Cartoon Guide series, master cartoonist and former Harvard
instructor Larry Gonick offers a complete and up-to-date illustrated course to help students
understand and learn this core mathematical course taught in American schools.Using engaging
graphics and lively humor, Gonick covers all of the algebra essentials, including linear equations,
polynomials, quadratic equations, and graphing techniques. He also offers a concise overview of
algebraA¢a -4,¢s history and its many practical applications in modern life.Combining

GonickA¢a -4,¢s unique ability to make difficult topics fun, interesting, and

easy-to-understandA¢a -a swhile still relaying the essential information in a clear, organized and
accurate formatA¢a -4 *The Cartoon Guide to Algebra is an essential supplement for students of all

levels, in high school, college, and beyond.
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Customer Reviews

Gr 6 UpA¢a -4 *This detailed, cartoon-driven guidebook explains the essentials of algebra, easing
readers into what can be an overwhelming subject. The first four chapters are spent reviewing
concepts necessary for algebraic calculations: number lines, addition and subtraction, multiplication
and division, and expressions and variables. After establishing the basics (marked by a page that
proclaims, "Now let’s get algebraic!"), Gonick moves on, devoting a different chapter to each

different aspect of algebra, such as rates, multiple unknown variables, equations, and square roots.



He incorporates explanations, examples, diagrams, charts, and illustrations when necessary, as
well as practice questions. Real world applications are not limited to the "Real Wor(l)d Problems"
chapter but are sometimes included in other chapters, where relevant. Cartoon illustrations not only
add a touch of humor but also enhance the text by depicting the principles discussed. For instance,
when explaining the distributive law, Gonnick depicts a cartoon character physically removing
parentheses and lifting numbers to distribute them to all variables. An answer key for chapter
practice questions is appended, as well as a very detailed index, which is an excellent resource for
those looking for specific topics. Some readers may find pages that contain a lot of text a bit dense,
given the cartoonlike font. VERDICT A valuable choice for visual learners or students in need of

additional instruction.A¢a -a ‘Meaghan Darling, Long Hill Township Public Library, Gillette, NJ

A comprehensive and comical new illustrated guide to algebraDo you think that a Cartesian plane is
a luxury jetliner? Does the phrase "algebraic expression” leave you with a puzzled look? Do you
believe that the Order of Operations is an Emmy-winning medical drama? Then you need The
Cartoon Guide to Algebra to put you on the road to algebraic literacy.The Cartoon Guide to Algebra
covers all of algebra&#39;s essentialsA¢a -4 sincluding rational and real numbers, the number line,
variables, expressions, laws of combination, linear and quadratic equations, rates, proportion, and
graphingA¢a -4 swith clear, funny, and easy-to-understand illustrations, making algebra&#39;s
many practical applications come alive. This latest math guide from New York Times bestselling
author Larry Gonick is an essential supplement for students of all levels, in high school, college, and

beyond. School&#39;s most dreaded subject has never been more fun.

i got this to see if it would be good for my students. The book begins at a very simple level, probably
even a 4th-5th grader would find it understandable. The author is thorough and explains things in
memorable ways, with humor. This should be in any high school algebra classroom. It is at too low a
level maybe if you're taking College Algebra, but if you go through the whole book in preparation for
a college level algebra course, you will be very well prepared!

This book is really good. Using it to teach my 12 year old who is advanced 6th grade math.

Great illustrations, funny and informative.

Just what | wanted.



Fun book.

purchased as a gift for a student who was having a difficult time with the concepts. Though lacking
in the somewhat off-the-wall humour of the Universe series, the presentation is clear and, hopefully,

helpful.

Much more pleasant for our home schooled student than a standard math workbook, and the way

things are presented seems to help his understanding.

| bought this book for my 7 year old boy. He said the book was great!l recommend this book for your
son or daughter.
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